16         SHERMAN'S HOME LETTERS

. . . When you write home remember me to your
mother and all the family and connections. Charley
and little sister will soon, or doubtless ere this have
forgotten their e Cumpy/ * and the way he used to ride
them on his pony. I have a real Indian one here
which I wish I could get to Charley; it would suit him
so well to learn what is so essential to all persons, to
ride well. I hope that you have opportunities and
avail yourself of them to take a gallop across the coun-
try, and if ever I have the pleasure to come home again
the first thing I will expect of you will be to mount the
wildest horse and charge over the hills and plains.
Next to drawing it is the most ladylike accomplishment
in my mind. A brother officer, in looking over the
paper a short time since, pointed out a column in which
were recorded the prizes awarded to your Academy. I
was very proud to see you take one, the second in
Drawing.
"Goodnight"

On November 30, 1841, Sherman was promoted to a
first-lieutenancy, and soon afterwards was assigned to
a post at Picolata on the St. Johns River, straight inland
some eighteen miles from St. Augustine.

" PICOLATA, East Florida, January 13, 1842.

"... I cannot without entering into minute and
uninteresting details give you any idea of my life for
the past three months. Now at Fort Pierce, then at
Lauderdale in the Everglades, in the Big Cypress on
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